REVISED MCDONALD COUNTY WASTEWATER
TREATMENT SYSTEMS ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANANCE GOVERNING THE CONSTRUCTION, MODIFICATION,
INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
WITHIN THE COUNTY, REQUIRING CERTAIN PERMITS AND
QUALIFICATION, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF.

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY. This ordinance is enacted pursuant to Section 192.300,
RSMo 1986, which provides, in part as follows: The county commissions and the county
health center boards of the several counties may make a promulgate orders, ordinances,
rules or regulations respectively, and will tend to enhance the public health and prevent
the entrance of infectious, contagious, communicable or dangerous disease into such a
county, but any orders, ordinances, rules or regulations shall not be in conflict with any
rules or regulations authorized and made by the Department of Health in accordance with
this chapter or by the Department of Social Services under Chapter 198 RSMo.

SECTION 2. APPLICABILITY. These regulations apply to all wastewater treatment
systems in the county. Regulated wastewater treatment systems operated by or on behalf
of an incorporated municipality are exempt from this ordinance.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS. The following words and phrases included in this
ordinance shall have the following meanings:

3.01 Addressing System: A method of keeping information needed by the
Health Department as stated in the specifications and rules adopted under
this ordinance.

3.02 Aggrieved Party: A person who has a legitimate cause of concern for their
health caused by a nuisance, an imminent health hazard or environmental
hazard such as surfacing sewage effluent, sewage effluent not contained on
the property, environmental contamination of surface or groundwater, direct
contamination of well or other conditions deemed as a potential health
hazard by the Health Department.

3.03 Approved Tanks: Any tank approved by the Health Department. Metal
tanks are not allowed.

3.04 As-Installed Drawing: A drawing, with the installer’s signature, showing
how the wastewater treatment system was installed.

3.05 As-Repaired Drawing: A drawing, with the installer’s signature, showing
the repairs made to the wastewater treatment system.

3.06 Board of Appeals: Board of Appeals as defined in Section 12.

3.07 Governing Board: The McDonald County Commission

3.08 Contractor: Any person building a house or 2 building for the purpose of
selling, renting or leasing.

3.09 County Operating Permit: A permit issued by the McDonald County
Health Department under section 6 of this ordinance.



3.10 Easements: A legal right held by one person to make use of the land of
another, specifically, the agreed- to right of a homeowner to use the land of
someone else for a portion of their wastewater treatment system. In general,
the wastewater treatment system shall be on the property owned by the
person owning the system. However, easements may be necessary at times
and may be obtained permitting the use and unlimited access for inspection
and maintenance of all portions of the system with voluntary agreement of
the adjoining landowner. Easements shall remain valid as long the system is
required and shall be recorded with County Recorder of Deeds. Wastewater
treatment systems installed under easements shall comply with the
requirements of ordinance.

3.11 Emergency Condition: A condition of such extreme nature which presents
an immediate danger to public health, requiring immediate correction
without the necessary time to apply for the required permit as set forth
herein.

3.12 Existing System(s): An existing system is a wastewater treatment system
that has been installed prior to 1996 and is not currently in the county permit
process.

3.13 Existing Systems in conjunction with rebuilding or replacing structures:
A wastewater treatment system that had been in use at the time the home or
structure was destroyed.

3.14 Health Department: The McDonald County Health Department.

3.15 Health Hazard: Any condition which is known to cause disease or harm to
a person, community or the environment now or in the future.

3.16 Health Officer: An authorized representative of the McDonald County
Health Department appointed by the county commission.

3.17 Homeowner: Any person(s) who owns and occupies the house for the
purpose of residence there. A person may obtain a homeowner installation
permit for one (1) home within a two (2) year period.

3.18 Imminent Health Hazard: A nuisance which is likely to cause an
immediate threat to life or a serious risk to the health, safety, and welfare of
the public if immediate action is not taken; and / or a condition resulting
when a wastewater treatment system has failed and may be contaminating
the surface water or groundwater or causing a nuisance and is likely to cause
threat to life due to prolonged exposure. For purposes of the definition,
prolonged exposure is defined as the amount of time given for correction of
the violation.

3.19 Installer: Any person excavating the land for the purpose of or with the
intent of installing, modifying, repairing, or replacing a wastewater
treatment system.

3.20 Notice of Non- Compliance: A written notice issued by the Health Officer
if a wastewater treatment system has not been installed according to the
minimum standards of this ordinance, has failed and is creating a nuisance,
or has been installed with a variance requiring a specific procedure or
specific equipment which is no longer functioning as permitted.






